
Ethereal Escapes 
 

Pianist Merrill Collins releases a stunningly original album that seamlessly 
fuses contemporary classical and New Age influences into a colorful tapestry  

rich with musical wonderment and emotional depth 
 

For Ethereal Escapes (subtitled Echappées Ethériques II), 

the sequel to 2016's Echappées Ethériques, pianist Merrill 

Collins reunited with her collaborators from that previous 

release, flutist Laura Halladay and cellist Maksim 

Velichkin. Once again the three consummate musicians 

bravely explore the intersection point of contemporary 
classical and New Age music, forming a fusion that 

shows influences from both genres, but also creates 

something altogether original and daring while also being 

instantly approachable and accessible. Traversing a wide 

landscape of styles and moods, from delicate to dramatic 

and from warmly optimistic to 
mournfully somber, the music on 
Ethereal Escapes captivates the listener 

from the first few cello notes of "The 

Fountain of Jewels Activated" to the neo-

chamber beauty of the album closer, 

"Triumphant Upon Arrival." What stands 
out first and foremost is how unselfish 

Collins is with the spotlight, sharing it 

almost throughout the album's entirety 

with both Halladay and Velichkin. Per 

the artist, "My players often interact with 
each other like a musical conversation, 

where each person's intuition guides 

their commentaries and input."  

 
Of Ethereal Escapes, noted music reviewer Bill 

Binkelman (Zone Music Reporter and Retailing Insight 

magazine) stated "Seldom do three musicians work 
together to such a degree that it almost seems as if they 

are of the same mind and same body, operating in unison 

to express a singular musical vision – and the vision 

represented on this album is daring and beautiful." 

 
Note: 10% of the proceeds from album sales go to the Institute 

of Individual and World Peace (www.IIWP.org) 
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TRACK TITLES 

The Fountain of Jewels Activated 4:17 

Our Ears Tingled 4:00 

With Every Heartbeat 4:35 
Listening With Our Elders 4:31 

Our Peaceful Uprising Continues 1:47 

Flowing Directly to Love 2:54 

We Heard Earth Weeping 4:07 

Remembering the Emerald 3:19 

In the Bigger Picture 3:42 
With Our Timeless Elders 2:49 

We Are Whole Together 3:23 

Living in Harmonious Worlds 4:17 

Particles in Space 6:20 

Returning Home 2:54 
Riding on Waves of Gold 3:19 

Triumphant Upon Arrival 3:47 

Total playing time 60:00 
 

All music composed and produced by Merrill 
Collins. Recording engineered and mastered 
by Ethan Carlson. Recorded at Stagg St 

Studio in Van Nuys, CA. Cover image by 
Yvon Chausseblanche. Liner notes by Kabir 

Sehgal. 


